Lake Erie Swimming, Inc.

March 29, 2013
Every Friday LE will publish an electronic newsletter on latest developments.  All club contacts and non-athlete who have a valid email address will automatically receive the newsletter.  Others may email me to get on the distribution list.  The newsletter will also be posted on the web.  Please share with other club officers and post at your practice facility for your parents and athletes.  Send/email me any input you may wish to share with the LE swimming community. If you check email infrequently, always check it on 
Meet Information is posted on the LE website – http://www.lakeerieswimming.com 

To get “breaking news” to your mobile device, follow LE on Twitter (@LESwimming)
House of Delegates Legislation has been posted to the LE website. 

Short Course and Long Course Records – Records set this past short course and long course records set at USA Sectionals in March are posted on the LE website.  Email  any corrections/additions to pamswim@aol.com
COACHES – Please read the attached Ohio’s Return-to-Play Law.  Online training (20min.) is available for free at National Federation of State High School Assoc. – http://www.mfhslearn.com/electiveDetail.aspx?courseID=38000.  
Pictures – LE is looking for pictures of your swimmers for the LESI Awards Banquet this Spring, Please send your pictures to:  admin_93kx@sendtodropbox.com with the photos as attachments.  If you have any other questions, please email cathylaut@roadrunner.com 
Background Check – For those non-athletes that completed the first background check in Fall, 2010, check your card as many of you had an expiration date of  01/31/13.  You will need to renew your background check to be a current non-athlete member.  

Does your club want to host 2013 Fall LESI House of Delegates?  See link on LE website for information.

Lead-off Split Times Policy – To clarify what gets uploaded to the SWIMS Times database.

Any initial distance splits, either individual or the lead off leg of any relay, for the time to go into SWIMS the swimmer(s) or the swimmer(s) coach must notify either the meet referee or the admin. referee before the event and provide the necessary watches. If the swimmer makes the time or if they want the time to go into SWIMS, then the proper paperwork must be completed after the swim and all watches must be shown to the admin. referee. Please see LESI Handbook 6.3.3 and USA Swimming rulebook 102.24.1A(1)(d) and 102.27.4 for more detailed information.

COACHES – Job openings for coaching opportunities are found at the LE website under the following:  Member Resources – Coaches – Job Openings.  Check it out.  

Coaches/Clubs.  Clubs are fined $100 if a coach signs the Coach Verification form at a meet and SWIMS indicates they have lapsed certifications .  If you receive notice of a coach or coaches being in violation to LESI rules, this is because Pam Cook has not received the proper paperwork for your certifications or background checks.  The background checks are automatic notification through USA Swimming.  All other coaching credentials that are updated must be sent to Pam Cook.  (if Pam does not have the paperwork you are not valid regardless of when you took and completed the course.)  If you have a coach card that has expired certifications on it, you need to contact Pam Cook – do not assume that you are a current USA Swimming coach. 
If you receive notice of a fine, you are two choices;

1.  Pay the fine or

2.  Appeal the fine to the Board of Review

The Board of Review will decide if you meet the criteria and assess whatever penalties are appropriate.
	


Coaches Info –

· When you update your certifications, get a copy of the course of record from the instructor and either mail, email or fax (440-808-9692) it to me.  Emails, telephone calls or blank letterhead letters that you took a course are not accepted.  Do not assume that you can fax certifications on Friday night or Saturday and be on the pool deck that weekend.  Please plan ahead.

· You cannot either register as a non-athlete/coach or present updated certifications to the meet referee at a meet. All registrations and updated certifications are handled by the Registration Coordinator and must be completed one day prior to when you want to be on the pool deck.  Check to make sure that certifications are acceptable to USA Swimming by going to the USA Swimming website and clicking on Member Resources - Coach. 
· If a coach is not currently registered or has lapsed certifications and signs the Coach Waiver form at a meet, the club is automatically assessed a $100 fine.

