
USA SWIMMING - LAKE ERIE SWIMMING, INC.
APPLICATION FOR SANCTION
Date: __________________
I, _________________________, apply on behalf of ________________________ for a sanction to hold swimming competitions at ______________________________ on the _______ day(s) of _____________, _____. 
Our sanction deposit was sent along with the bid. A copy of the complete meet announcement, event entry form, and a schedule of warm-ups and warm-up procedures that must be adhered to by all participants must be e-mailed to the Sanction Chair for review.
As a condition of obtaining such a sanction, I and the above organization, which I represent, agree to abide and govern this event under the rules and regulations of USA Swimming and Lake Erie Swimming, Inc., and all other terms and conditions upon which this sanction may be granted. These terms specifically include all local rules and regulations and those set forth in Article 202 of the current edition of USA Swimming Rules and Regulations, specific reference to Paragraph 9K of Article 202.2, which provides that:
In granting this sanction it is understood and agreed that USA Swimming shall be free from any liabilities or claims for damages arising by reason of injuries to anyone during the conduct of the event.
Officials for this meet shall be qualified persons as certified by USA Swimming, and a list of such officials will be submitted one week prior to the event, if requested.
It is further attested that all swimmers, meet directors, coaches, and officials will be current members of USA Swimming. All persons serving as meet directors at this competition have signed below.
____________________________________/____-_____-_______/_________/_____________
Signature of Meet Director                                            Phone             Date             E-mail
___________________________________/____-_____-_______/________/______________
Signature of Covid Marshal                                             Phone            Date              E-mail
List Official who is affiliated with club seeking sanction ________________________
For Intra Squad Meet, please list your officials (Referee, Starter, Admin Stroke and Turn-if needed)
Mail application to Lake Erie Swimming, 301 Rockledge Dr, Bay Village, OH 44140 or scan and email to pamswim@aol.com
For official use only
Sanction Number __________ Issued ____/_____/_____
Guide to preparing for a Meet with COVID 19 mandates and recommendations
· Check in Protocols (if someone leaves the premises, they will need to undergo the same procedures):
· Volunteer to check Temperatures of swimmers, volunteers, officials and spectators entering (and coming back if someone leaves) the facility 
· Volunteer to ask COVID-19 health questions i.e. history of travel, history of illness
· Mask wearing and social distancing will be implemented and monitored
· Discuss warm up and warm down procedures with swimmers
· Decide on the flow of traffic in the pool deck and put signage up. How swimmers will be going to the block, waiting for their heat and exiting pool? 
· How will swimmers communicate with their coaches?
· Discuss with swimmers/parents the protocols for locker room use and/or instruct swimmers to arrive/depart in their suit
· Discuss with swimmers if food and drinks are allowed but there will be no sharing
· Discuss with swimmers that they can not share goggles nor caps with other swimmers
· Discuss how spectator and deck areas will be sanitized between sessions (who will be cleaning and how)
· The plan for spectator ingress and egress 
· List the area where spectators, volunteers, swimmers and officials will have access to pool and spectator areas and their ingress and egress
· Discuss that anyone who leaves and returns to the premises will have to go through check in protocols again
· List available restrooms and that only one person is allowed at any time
· List the locker room that will be available for use by the swimmers
· Designate a monitor outside the locker room(not allowed inside) to make sure of the proper number of swimmers allowed inside meets Ohio Health guidelines.
· The planned number of individuals gathering in the spaces: pool, deck, spectator seating, etc.
· State the capacity of the pool area and how many swimmers, volunteers and officials shall be in the area at any given time per state guidelines
· State how swimmers will be spaced out behind the blocks, on deck and any other area when not swimming
· State the capacity of the spectator area (current guidelines from the State of Ohio)
· State how team will monitor social distancing in both pool area and spectator area
· A statement setting forth the Safe Sport considerations to ensure parents have access to and/or the opportunity to observe their child
· State plans on how parents will be able to communicate with their swimmers and how they can watch their swimmers if there is no spectator seating available 
· An attestation statement in which the meet host attests that the conduct of the meet will adhere to local jurisdictional guidelines.  
SUGGESTED LANGUAGE:  
In granting for this sanction, CLUB NAME___________ agreed to comply and to enforce all health and safety mandates and guidelines of USA Swimming, _______ (LSC), the State of ______________ and ___________(local jurisdiction).
ADDITIONAL SANCTION REQUIREMENTS
A statement that all participating athletes and clubs are registered only with Lake Erie Swimming.
A statement that the meet will be pre-seeded and no deck entries will be allowed.
Meet host assumption of risk disclaimer language must be included in the meet information, announcements, and heat sheets
USA Swimming release language must be included in the meet information, announcements, and heat sheets. 
Lake Erie Operational Risk Mandates
This document should be considered as mandates / recommendations from the Lake Erie Swimming and do NOT supersede guidelines, mandates, requirements and/or orders put into place by the Ohio Governor’s Office and/or the Ohio Department of Health and/or guidelines, mandates, requirements and/or orders put into place by federal, local or county organizations or health departments and/or local school districts.
Limit each session to 1-1/2 hours of competition.  
Officials can only work 2 sessions per day
Must have a COVID marshal.
Each team MUST have a designated COVID marshal in addition to the safety marshal. Responsibilities include: ensuring social distancing of 6 feet, proper mask use, monitoring timers and kids behind the blocks, ensuring coaches, athletes, parents and officials are adhering to the safety protocols. 
Adherence to COVID regulations by local health authorities
Meet follows best practice guidelines as set forth in meet template checklist  
LSCs will be limited to the sanctioning of meets composed only of athletes and clubs registered within the LSC.* Until further notice, the LSC must perform a recon report in advance of the meet to ensure participation is limited to athletes and clubs registered within the LSC.
Meets should be pre-seeded, and no deck entries should be allowed.
Lake Erie Operational Risk Recommendations
Competition planning
Facility square footage will dictate capacity limits for athletes and spectators.
Consider multiple sessions with shorter durations
The number of sessions and events are at the discretion of the meet host. 
Who and how the deck and spectator areas will be sanitized between sessions
Consider spectator capacity 
Recommend limiting spectators to one per swimmer. (Consider pre-sale tickets. Consider reducing athlete count in younger age groups to accommodate a limited spectator seating.)
Find out what is the usual spectator capacity and adjust capacity according to the current Ohio health mandates
Recommend the presale of limited spectator seating
Conduct
Relays are discouraged. 
Pre- Competition
Host teams should provide a video or pre-meet zoom meeting so all athletes/parents are aware of the expectations for the meet.
All athletes, coaches, officials and spectators should be temperature checked and asked COVID check questions upon arrival and return if an individual left the building. 
All meet workers, including coaches, officials and volunteers will wear masks. Officials should also wear face shields.
The National Anthem should be played; singing is prohibited.
Locker rooms should be avoided when possible.  Alternatively, a mandatory locker room marshal should monitor the number of swimmers entering/exiting the locker room. The monitor is not permitted to enter the locker room.  The number of athletes in the locker room should be limited to the number who can safely be distanced in the designated space.  
During the competition
Lane timers should be limited to 1 per lane. Timers should position themselves to the right side of the lane block.
No congregating clerk of course is permitted.  Athletes may be assigned to line up in a social distant manner on the pool deck if space permits.  No more than 2 heats should line up behind the block at a time.
No chairs should be placed behind the blocks.
Athletes should wear their masks until the ready whistle for their heat.
Fly over starts should be used whenever possible.
No team/congregating cheers.
No yelling.
Officials
Recommend the minimum number of officials 
6 lane pool: referee & starter
8 + lane pool:  referee, starter, and S/T
Admin official should also double as Hytek operator
Officials will wear masks and face shield
Officials will not rotate. Stater/referee will remain the same throughout the session.
Consider alternative ways for DQ documentation. (eliminate DQ slips if possible)

