SECTION 8

REIMBURSEMENT FOR NATIONAL MEETS

8.1
Philosophy - to support those swimmers who have developed within the LESI system and/or those who have become active members of LESI and the coaches who attend competitions with them; to encourage LESI officials to travel to national championships certification meets, thereby improving the level of officiating within LESI.

8.2
Application forms for reimbursement must be completed using the guidelines included with the application and shall be submitted by the established deadline.

8.3
Basis for Reimbursement

.1
Coaches - The base amount on which percentage for reimbursement is determined for any national meet shall be travel cost as defined in .4 below.


.2
Athletes - The base amount on which percentage for reimbursement is determined shall be as follows:



A.
USA Swimming Sectional Meets – teams shall be reimbursed at a flat dollar rate determined by the percentage of swimmers participating relative to the total monies budgeted for Sectional Meets. Unattached individuals shall be reimbursed similarly.  In order to be reimbursed, the swimmer must compete in the meet.  Relay-only swimmers will be considered to be ½of a swimmer.  Travel reimbursement for Sectional Meets shall be funded from the General Fund.  No travel reimbursement shall be given for meets held within the LESI geographic boundaries.



B.
Junior Nationals - $125.00 or travel cost, whichever is greater.



C.
U.S. Open - travel cost;



D.
National Championships, Spring Championships, and USA Swimming Disability Championships - $125.00, or travel cost plus $50.00, whichever is greater; 



E. 
Olympic Trials - travel cost plus $150.00.



F. 
Open Water Championships (5k,10k, 25k) - travel cost.  See chart.


.3
Officials – The base amount shall be travel cost as listed in .4 below or $50.00 per day for each day of competition, whichever is greater.



A.
An official may receive funding from LESI for this purpose only once per calendar year.



B. 
The official must be available to work all sessions of the meet for which funding is provided. 



C. 
Any official already receiving funding from USA Swimming or the meet host shall not receive funding from LESI for that meet.



D.
No funding shall be available for meets conducted within the geographic boundaries of LESI.



E.
Funding shall apply only to pool competitions conducted as national championship certification meets and where traditional pool events are being contested.



F. 
Funding for officials may be suspended or limited by the Board of Directors if insufficient funds are available or if athlete travel reimbursement is jeopardized.



.4
Travel cost per meet will be established by 1) averaging the incurred round trip airfares of all eligible candidates traveling coach class from an LESI regional airport to a meet area airport, or 2) multiplying the current allowable IRS charitable mileage rate by the round trip mileage between 
Cleveland and the meet city.  Which mode of transportation is to be used to compute the base amount will be determined by the Board to reflect what is reasonable for the distance and time of year.



.5
To protect the financial stability of LESI, the basis for reimbursement may be reduced by the Board, subject to approval by the House. 

8.4 
Eligibility  

.1
Those swimmers representing LESI member clubs or competing UN-LESI shall be eligible for reimbursement.


.2
Officials must be currently certified and registered in LESI and have worked a minimum of ten sessions at LESI meets in the previous year.

8.5
Percentages allowed

.1
Coaches - The coach representing one or more swimmers eligible for reimbursement who are competing in individual or relay events shall receive 100% of the established base amount for coaches.  If a team has in excess of six eligible swimmers competing, a second coach from that club shall also receive 50% of the established base amount. No club shall receive funding for more than two coaches for National Championships, US Open, Olympic Trials, USA Swimming Junior Championships, Spring Championships, or Disability Championships.


.2
Athletes - The percentage basis for reimbursement  (defined in the following charts) is determined by the following two factors:



A.
Events swum or in the case of open water championships, the athlete’s time in the 1500/1650.



B. 
Number of consecutive years of registration immediately prior to the meet.


.3  
Officials – The percentage of reimbursement shall be 100% of the base amount.

PERCENTAGE OF BASE AMOUNT ALLOWED FOR OLYMPIC TRIALS, NATIONAL CHAMPS, DISABILITY CHAMPS, SPRING CHAMPIONSHIPS AND US OPEN 

	
	Consecutive Years of Registration Immediately Prior to the Meet

	# of Events
	Less than 1 Year
	Less than 2 Years
	Less than 3 Years
	3 or More Years

	Relay Only
	0
	25
	50
	100

	1 Individual
	0
	50
	100
	100


PERCENTAGE OF BASE AMOUNT ALLOWED FOR JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS

	
	Consecutive Years of Registration Immediately Prior to the Meet

	# of Events
	Less than 1 Year
	Less than 2 Years
	Less than 3 Years
	3 or More Years

	Relay Only
	0
	12.5
	25
	50

	1 Individual
	0
	25
	50
	100

	2 Individual
	0
	37.5
	75
	100

	3 Individual
	0
	50
	100
	100


PERCENTAGE OF BASE AMOUNT ALLOWED FOR OPEN WATER

CHAMPIONSHIP MEETS

	 Time in the 1650/1500 (achieved within 1 year prior to the meet)
	Consecutive Years of LESI Registration                      Immediately Prior to the Meet

	GIRLS
	BOYS
	Less than 1 Year
	Less than 2 Years
	Less than 3 Years
	3 or More Years

	17:24.29/17.46.69
	16:14.29/16.41.69
	0
	50
	100
	100

	17:34.73/17.57.35
	16:24.03/16:51.70
	0
	37.5
	75
	100

	17:39.95/18.02.69
	16:28.90/16.56.71
	0
	25
	50
	100

	17:45.17/18:08.02
	16:33.77/17:01.72
	0
	12.5
	25
	50


Note:  Swimmers and coaches already at the meet site because the event is being held in conjunction with another national meet who are receiving travel reimbursement for the first meet will receive an additional $75 reimbursement rather than an additional airfare.

* Qualifying times are waived for swimmers already participating in an adjacent national championship meet.

8.6
CAUTION:  A swimmer should not accept total reimbursement amounts from all sources in excess of the actual out-of-pocket expenses which the swimmer has personally incurred for that particular meet.  To do so could 
jeopardize the swimmer’s ability to compete in future high school, college, or other amateur competition.
